
OCTOBER 2015 3A RCHDIOCESE  NEWS

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of Amer i ca

With paternal love in Christ,
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Archbishop Demetrios and Prime Minister Tsipras view an updated model of the St. Nicholas Church 
and National Shrine complex.   

Archdiocese of America and the Greek 
American community in the United States. 
The discussion included the rebuilding of 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and 
National Shrine at the World Trade Center.

The two leaders also focused on 
intensifying the efforts of the Omoge-
neia in support of the motherland at all 
levels, especially as Greece tries to grow 
its economy through investments and 
development.

Prime Minister Tsipras thanked the 
Archbishop for the substantial assistance 
and philanthropic support of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese to Greece dur-
ing the crisis. Mr. Tsipras mentioned 
the example of the Center for Children 
“Dimitreio” in Moshato (Athens), which 
he had visited with Archbishop Ieronymos 
of Athens and All Greece, and which is 
named for Archbishop Demetrios. He said 
that this center is an example of solidar-
ity and benevolence for children in need. 
He further said that this work of standing 
with and helping the fellow human being 
is invaluable and important work and is a 
goal towards which the efforts of both the 
Church and the State should converge, so 

Tsipras Visits Archdiocese HQ
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no one will have to face tough times alone. 
Mr. Tsipras also said he was “very 

pleased” that the rebuilding of the St. 
Nicholas Church has begun and that St. 
Nicholas will be a better church edifice 
than before as it is designed by prominent 
architect Santiago Calatrava.

The prime minister added that St. 
Nicholas is being built in a location that is 
a very important hub, where thousands of 
people passing by every day will partake 
of the important presence of Greece and 
Orthodoxy in the World Trade Center, a 
very central point for the whole world.

Accompanying the prime minister on 
the visit were deputy minister and govern-
ment spokeswoman Olga Gerovasili, the 
Ambassador of Greece to the United States 
Christos Panagopoulos; Consul General of 
Greece in New York Ambassador George 
Iliopoulos; the director of the Prime Min-
ister’s diplomatic office Vangelis Kalpa-
dakis and Consul of Greece in New York 
Emmanuel Koumbarakis. In attendance 
from the Archdiocese were Archdiocese 
Chancellor Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, 
Bishop Sevastianos of Zela, chief secre-
tary of the Holy Eparchial Synod, and 
Fr. Alexander Karloutsos, assistant to the 
Archbishop for public affairs.

CLER GY UPDATE
Ordinations to the Diaconate

John Jarrod Russell – Metropolitan 
Nicholas of Detroit, Annunciation 
Church, Little Rock, Ark. 08/23/15
Sampson  Kasapakis – Metropolitan 
Alexios of Atlanta, St. Barbara Church, 
Sarasota, Fla. 09/13/15
Anastasios Athanasiou – Metropolitan 
Savas of Pittsburgh, St. Demetrios 
Church, Rocky River, Ohio 10/03/15

Ordinations to the Priesthood
Dn. Vincent Minucci  – Metropolitan 
Methodios of Boston, St. Demetrios 
Church, Weston, Mass. 08/02/15
Dn. Dimitrios Burikas  – Bishop Deme-
trios of Mokissos, Assumption Church, 
Chicago 08/23/15
Dn. Sampson Kasapakis – Metropolitan 
Alexios of Atlanta, St. Nicholas Cathe-
dral, Tarpon Springs, Fla. 09/14/15
Dn. John Jarrod Russell – Metropoli-
tan Nicholas of Detroit, Holy Trinity 
Church, Indianapolis 09/20/15
Dn. Michael C. Manos – Metropoli-
tan Nicholas of Detroit, St. Nicholas 
Church, Troy, Mich. 09/27/15

Assignments
Fr. Vincent Minucci –St. Demetrios 
Church, Weston, Mass. 08/04/15
Fr. John Jarrod Russell – Holy Trinity 
Church, Indianapolis 08/23/15
Fr. Timothy Curren – Annunciation 
Church, Dover, N.H. 09/01/15
Fr. Joseph Gingrich – St. George 
Church, Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 09/01/15
Fr. Sampson Kasapakis – St. Nicho-
las Cathedral, Tarpon Springs, Fla. 
09/15/15
Fr. Michael Prevas – St. Nicholas 
Church, Northridge, Calif. 10/01/15
Dn. Anastasios Athanasiou – St. Deme-
trios, Rocky River, Ohio 10/04/15

Retired clergy
Fr. Patrick J. Cowles 06/01/15
Fr. William M. Christ 07/15/15
Fr. Emmanuel Pratsinakis 08/01/15

Leave of Absence
Fr. Demetrios Sean Govostes 08/01/15

Suspensions
Fr. George Passias 09/16/15
Fr. Anastasios Gounaris 09/22/15

When you give a feast invite the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind, and you 
will be blessed.

Luke 14:13-14

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Rev-
erend Priests and Deacons, the Monks and 
Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the 
Parish Councils of the Greek Orthodox 
Communities, the Distinguished Archons 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day, 
Afternoon, and Church Schools, the 
Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the 
Hellenic Organizations, and the entire 
Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On this feast of the Holy Unmerce-

naries, Saints Cosmas and Damian, we 
are reminded by their faithful witness of 
the priority of serving those in great need, 
especially the sick, the poor, the elderly, 
and the orphaned. These two selfless and 
holy men gave their lives and abilities to 
helping any who had need of healing and 
comfort. They were true stewards of the 
power of Christ and the hope, restoration, 
and eternal life He offers.

Saints Cosmas and Damian affirmed 
the teachings of our Lord who said, he 
who humbles himself will be exalted (Luke 
14:11). They did not seek great earthly 
reward or recognition for what they did.  
In knowing and seeing the mighty and mi-
raculous work of God in healing those in 
need, they offered glory, honor, and praise 
to Him. Through compassionate care, artful 
healing, and miraculous cures, they guided 
each person into the presence of Christ.  
Their lives were a constant invitation to 
others, especially those burdened by the 
struggles of life, to come to the great feast 
of love and hope offered to them by God.

As Orthodox Christians we are led by 
the example of the Holy Unmercenaries and 
called by Christ to go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel people to come in 
that the master’s house may be filled (Luke 

Feast of the Holy Unmercenaries 
Sts. Cosmas and Damian

14:23). As we come together to celebrate 
the great feast in the Holy Eucharist, we are 
guided and inspired to go out and invite the 
poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind 
(Luke 14:13-14) through service to anyone 
in need and in loving concern for their 
well-being and salvation. Through our lives, 
generosity, and care, and in the healing and 
renewal found in Christ, we give honor and 
glory to God.  In humility we acknowledge 
that these great gifts come from above, from 
the Creator and Sustainer of life.

This exaltation of the power of God to 
heal and to save is the witness of the philan-
thropic ministries of our beloved Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate. On this feast each year, we 
recognize this vital work of the faithful in 
Constantinople by offering our prayers and 
support for these ministries. Led by our 
National Ladies Philoptochos Society and 
local parish chapters, we are asked to give 
generously to help with the ongoing care 
of the sick, elderly, and orphans.

This support is also essential for the 
broader humanitarian work of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate under the leadership 
of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew. Many are suffering and expe-
riencing tremendous needs due to crises in 
the region. Through the compassionate and 
humble service offered by Orthodox Chris-
tians, the power of fear is being overcome 
by the power of hope, and real threats to life 
and well-being are met with grace and faith. 
Knowing that our gifts and prayers provide 
strength and resources to our beloved 
brothers and sisters in Constantinople, let 
us continue to support this work as we have 
done so faithfully in previous years; and as 
we help them may we also continue to offer 
to anyone in need an invitation to the great 
feast of love, healing and life. 

NEW YORK – Following the action 
in early October by the Archdiocese Holy 
Synod to suspend Fr. George Passias from 
all priestly duties in the wake of the scandal 
involving an adult female parishioner at St. 
Spyridon parish in Manhattan, the Synod 
voted unanimously at its Oct. 13-14 meet-
ings to recommend his defrockment to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

The initial Archdiocese statement is-
sued on Oct. 6, stated, in part, “We acknowl-
edge the expected reaction of the faithful to 
feel deeply hurt and utterly disappointed, 
and the serious danger of scandalization…
As with any difficulty, these moments allow 
us the opportunity to truly demonstrate our 
Faith in the response we offer. We ought to 
feel sorry for those who allowed themselves 
to fall into such a grievous state and pray 
for them and their families who have been 
deeply hurt by their actions.”

Other actions
The Holy Synod, with Archbishop 

Demetrios presiding, deliberated on other 
issues and subjects, including:

• The need to establish at the Arch-
diocese a department of translations into 
English of liturgical texts so that the task of 
the Synodal Committee on this matter may 
be expedited. This proposal will be studied 
and the necessary decisions will be made.

Holy Synod Recommends Priest’s Defrockment
• Administrative subjects relating to the 

Archdiocese parishes and holy monasteries 
and the spiritual work they accomplish.

• Orthodox Christian family issues, 
especially clergy families, the influences of 
the modern society upon them and ways to 
strengthen them. The education of candi-
dates to the priesthood, the special educa-
tional program for deacons, and the need 
of religious education of ministry people at 
the parishes, such as Sunday school teach-
ers, youth advisors, parish councils, etc. The 
Holy Synod studies, oversees and guides the 
entire effort with the collaboration and ac-
tive involvement of the faculty of the Greek 
Orthodox Theological School of Holy Cross.

• The convening of the Holy and 
Great Synod, which will convene in Con-
stantinople in 2016, as well as with matters 
related to the Assembly of the Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops in America, and unani-
mously agreed to continue the collabora-
tion with the other Orthodox Presences 
(jurisdictions).

• A report on the rebuilding St. Nicho-
las Church and National Shrine that work 
has commenced and is expected to be 
completed in 18-24 months.

Following their two-day meeting, 
Synod members participated in the Arch-
diocesan Council meetings at the Marriott 
Marquis hotel.




