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BceuecTtHble oTLbI, Aoporue o Focnoae 6patba u cectpbl!

C nob60oBbI0 NPMBETCTBYIO BaC M3 Aanekoro Hblo-MopKka, cepaeuHo enas Bcem MOMOLLM
BoKuelt B LOCTOMHOM NPOXOXAEHUM POXKAECTBEHCKOrO NOCTa, BEAYLLETO K PAaLOCTHOM BCTpeye
*usoro bora, ctaslwero *Kusbim Yenosekom! Hagetocb, 4UTo Mbl Byaem npuaarate Bce ycuama K
OOJIKHOM NOATOTOBKE CBOUX CEPAELL K 3TOM CNaBHOM U yTeLWMTeIbHOW BCTpeye.

A ecnun mbl cocpeaoTOuMMCA Ha TOM, K Yemy Npu3biBaeT Hac B 3TU cBATble aHKN CBATaA LiepKosb,
TO HUYTO HE CyMeeT OMPaYUTb HU HbIHELWHWI Haw NOCTHbIA NOABWF, HU FPAAYLWIMIA CBETAbIN
npasgHuK, B TOM 4ucie WU nocnefHue cobbiTua B U3HM ABCTpanuiicko-HososenaHackom
enapxuu, cBA3aHHble C AeNOM apxumaHapuTa Anekcua (PoseHTyna). 3a mocnegHue mecsupl
nocne NepBOro 3asBJAEHMA MOEro HeaocToMHcTBa OT 18/31 oktabpsa c.r. B [yxoBHbI cyp4,
NOCTYNWIM KaK NMCbMa B MOAAEPKKY apXMMaHAPUTA ANeKcus, Tak U HOBble ¥Kanobbl NpoTuB
Hero oT pasHbIX auL. Kpome Toro, B NpaBoOXpaHUTE/IbHbIX OpraHax OTKPbITO C/leAcTBUE MO ero
aeny. B cBA3M ¢ 3TUM, cneaya LEePKOBHO-KaHOHMYECKUM U FPaXKaaHCKMM HOPMaMm, 3anpelleHue
B CBALWEHHOC/NYXXEHWUWN, HANOMKEHHOEe Ha apxMmaHgputa ANeKcua, Kak U BpeMeHHoe ero
OTCTpaHeHWe oT BceX 06A3aHHOCTEN, OCTaBAAETCA B CMae BNpeab A0 3aBepLleHnA cneacTeus, a
yneHam [lyxoBHOro cyaa mopy4vaeTca B Yem credyeT COTPyAHWYATb C NPaBOOXPaHUTENbHbIMU
opraHamu.

Mpepgcrtoa Kypcko-KopeHHoi wKkoHe Boxkuneir Matepu, Opurutpumn Pycckon 3apyberkHoi
Liepksu, ¢ 601bl0 B CepALe MOOCL 33 Hawy ABCTPa/iMiicKo-HoBo3enaHACKyIo enapxuio, 3a ee
K/WP W Yag, 3a BCEX, TaK UAU MHAYe BOBJ/IEYEHHDBIX B 3TO NeYanbHOe AeNo, U cneLly noaenuTbes
HECKO/IbKUMM C/I0BaMM Ha3MAaHMWSA, KOTOPbIE, KaK A HaAECb, BCEM Ham MPUroanTca.

uea B CBATO-TpoMLKOM 0buTenn, obyyascb B ceMUHaApUM Npu Hel M Habaogan 3a cBATOM
JKU3HbIO CTApOI MOHACTbIPpCKOM 6paTvn, A o4veHb ObICTPO MNOHAA, 4TOo 6e3 TepneanBoro
nepeHeceHusa ckopbeit U UCKyLeHWA, 6e3 rnyboKoi Bepbl B Mpombica Boxuii, BeayLwmin Hac no
NnyTM K BEYHOMY CMaceHUto, U1 CMUPEHHOWN BiarofapHOCTM 3a Bce - 3a Aobpoe M cTpawHoe -
HUKaK He y[acTca [AyXOBHAA W3Hb. Korga Ha MOHACTbIPCKOW KyxHe Bapuau Ccym, Xesas
AOCTUYb HY)KHOTO BKyCa, Mbl 406aBnsAn B HEro U CojieHoe, U cnafkoe, n ocTpoe. Tak U B
JKM3HKU. Tocnoap, MocblNas HaM KaK pafocTv, Tak M ropectn, AobuBaeTtca onpepeneHHbIX
pe3ynbTaTos, «rAyOUHOK MYAPOCTU U YeNOBEKONOOHOY Kenas, YTobbl Mbl OPOCAN A0 Mepbl
TOro NoTeHuMana Ana BEYHOCTU, KOTopblit OH 0 Hac 3agyman. bor He cyauT Tak, Kak Mbl, MOTOMY



yTo OH BMAUT BeCb MPOLLECC OT Hayana U A0 KoHua. OH PyKOBOAWUT LLEPKOBHOM YKU3HbIO BCeW
Halei O6WMPHON enapxmMm M CMaceHWem KaXKAoro OTAENbHOTro ee KAMpUKA U MUPAHUHA.
Mocemy, cmuprmcs Nog Kpenkyto pyky boxkuio n byaem Bcaueckn cnocobcTeoBaTh He ccopam 1
pasgeneHnam, a 6paTontobuio U eAMHCTBY NOCPeACTBOM TOpAYel MOAWUTBLI APYr 3a Apyra,
NnocTa M MNOCTOAHHOM NaMATU O TOM, YTO Bce AMbO nocbiiaetca borom, nmbo nonyckaercs Vim
pagu Hawero crnaceHua. MycTb 3TO NOMOMKET Ham CMOKOMHO MPUHMMATL TO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT
BOKPYr Hac, Aabbl He B Ayxe THEBA W Pa3fLpaKUTENbHOCTU, a B COCTOAHWUM BeccTpacTHOM U
CMUWPEHHOM NPEoAONETb MOCTUTLLEE HAC UCMbITaHWE M BOCCTaTb B cuse!

[a byner 61arocnoBeH Halw MyTb B MbIC/IEHHbIM Budneem ans noknoHeHus Poamsiemyca Tam
BoromnageHuy-Xpucty! MpenoscaBluMch ynoBaHMem Ha bora v Ero BOOUTENLCTBO, C XKE3/0M
MOMUTBbI NPUCOEAUHUMCA K BOJIXBAM M NACTbIPAM M HanpasBum CTOMbl CBOW B Budneemckyto
newepy, oTKyZa Aa BoccuseT Mup XpMUcToB BCer Halwel enapxmn!

C no6oBbio o0 Nocnoae 1 npocbb0oit 0 moauTBax,
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MwuTtpononut BoctouHo-AMepUuKaHcKuii u Hbio-MopKcKuii,
NepBouepapx Pycckoit 3apybexxHoii Liepkeu.
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10/23 December 2019
Reverend Fathers, beloved in Christ bothers and sisters,

In the love of Christ, I greet you from faraway New York, with heartfelt wishes
that, through God’s help, your diligent observance of the Nativity Fast will lead
you to a joyous meeting with the Living God, Who became a Living Man! I hope
that we will all apply diligent effort to prepare our hearts towards this glorious,
comforting meeting.

Furthermore, if we focus on that goal towards which the Holy Church is beckoning
us in this holy period, then nothing will succeed in sullying neither our current
lenten struggle, nor the coming radiant Feastday. This pertains also to the current
matters in the life of the Australian and New Zealand diocese concerning
Archimandrite Alexis (Rosentool). In the course of the last few months, after
publication by my unworthiness of the statement dated 18/31 October 2019, the
Ecclesiastical Court has received letters of support of Archimandrite Alexis, as
well as new letters of complaints from various people. Apart from this, a police
investigation has been opened in relation to these matters. In light of this, in
accordance with Church Canons and Civil Law, the suspension of priestly function
placed upon Archimandrite Alexis as well as temporary removal from all priestly
duties remains in force until the conclusion of the investigation, and the members
of the Ecclesiastical Court are instructed to cooperate with law enforcement
officials.

In reverence before the holy image of the Kursk-Root icon of the Mother of God,
the Guide of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, I pray with heartfelt pain for
our Australian and New Zealand diocese, her clergy and faithful, for all those who
have in one way or another been affected by this sorrowful matter. I wish to share
some personal thoughts of edification which, I hope, will be of some benefit to all
of us.

When I lived in Holy Trinity Monastery, studying at the seminary and observing
the holy lives of the elders of the monastery, I understood very quickly that without
patient endurance of grief and temptations, without a deep faith in God’s
Providence, which leads us on the path to eternal salvation, and humble gratitude



for all things - good and terrible - spiritual life could not properly attained. When
soup was prepared in the monastery kitchen, in order to achieve the desired taste,
we would add salty as well as sweet and peppery spices. So it is also in life, that
the Lord, in sending us joys as well as sorrows, does so to achieve specific results,
“by the depths of His wisdom and out of love for man” desiring, that we may grow
in that measure of potential for eternity that He has intended for us. God does not
judge as we do, because He sees the whole process from beginning to end. He
directs church life throughout our vast diocese and the individual life of each
clergy and layperson. Therefore, let us humble ourselves beneath the mighty hand
of God and let us contribute not to argumentation and division, but to mutual love
and oneness through fervent prayer for each other, through fasting and constant
remembrance that all things are either sent by God or are allowed by Him for the
sake of our salvation. Let this help us peacefully accept all that transpires around
us, that we may overcome the trials which have befallen us not in a spirit of anger
and irritation, but a spirit of dispassion and humility, so that we may rise stronger
again!

Blessed be our journey to the noetic Bethlehem where we may venerate the Christ-
Child in His Nativity! Let us gird ourselves with hope in God and His guidance,
with the staff of prayer let us join with the Wisemen and shepherds and turn our
paths to the Bethlehem manger, from which may the peace of Christ shine upon
our whole diocese!

With love in the Lord and asking your prayers,

Metropolitan of Eastern America and New York,
Archbishop of Sydney, Australia and New Zealand,
First Hierarch of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad.



