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Verv Revercnd and Reverend Fatlreru. Revelend Deacons. Estee med Members of the Diocesan
and Parish Councils and Faithful of t lrc l) ioccsc of the Midwest.

Chr ist  is  in our midsr l

On August 24, 2012 a wrilten complaint was fi ied with the Orthodox Church in America
alleging violation of the Policies. Standards and Procedures ol'the ()rthodox Church in Ante-rrca
on Sexual Misconduct by His (.irace. tlishop MATTHIAS. in thc fornr of tert and cnlail
messagcs writ len to tlre complainant. ' l 'his cr:mptaint triggered the lbrnration ol' a Response
Team by the Holy Synod of Bishops to investigale lhe mattcr. Tht-. complaint also resulteil in
the placing of Flis Crace on Adrninistrative Leave of Abscnce.

On October' 19,20 12, the Rcsponse Tealn plovided thc mcnrbcrs of the l,csscr Synod lvilh its
confidential Final Rcport concclnin-u this rl latter. ' I 'he I-esscr Slnod reviewcd the
reconrntcttdations of llic Response Teanr and thcn fonvarded those recomrrrclrdatiorrs to the
othcr mernbers of the Holy Synod along rvith the Rc1xrrt.

On Octobc:r 29,2A12, the rrrembcrs o1'the l loly Synod acccpted the findtngs of the Responsc
Team that the verbal and clectronic rnessages cornrnunicated hy Bishop Matthias to the
cotnplainanl. as described in the cornplaint. did constitutc sexual urisconduct as defined b,v thc
Policies. Standarcls and llrocedurcs of the Orlhodox Church in Anrerica on Sexual Misconduct.

'l'herefbre, the Holy Synod, in consideration of thc rccommendalions of the Response l earn lras
requestcd, and l ' l is Grace has agreed in rvrit ing to, the following rehabil itativc measures. His
Grace wil l continue to bc on Administrative Leave o[ Absence unti l these rneasures arc
accomplished.

| ) His Crace rvil l  direclly ask the forgiveness ol'the conrplainant.
2) His Gracc rvil l  enter a residcntial thcrapeutic progranr. designed specifically for clcrgy,

to identify. address. and provide coucrete direction in the healing of the crnotional and
spiritual issues that lcd to thcsc incidcnces o[ nrisconduct. At thc conpletion of this
therapeutic progl'anr, the l'loly Synod will rcccivc a retrrcrt fron a therapist or other
profcssional involvecl in thc ltrograrn ploviding a sunrlrary of thc treatment and a
recomnlcndation conccrning restoration tQ his position.

3) His Grace wil l undergo a focused peliod of t irne unclcr lhc guidance ol'a peer bishop tcr
examine. arl iculate. and provide concrele direction in urauaging thL: expcctations and
accorupanying spiritual. emotional. and interpersonal challenges of exercising the office
of t lre bishop. The 1rccr bishop rvil l  submit a rcpon to thc I ' loly Synod assessing the
success of rhe mcntorship and offering a recommendation conccrning fhe restoration oF

His Grace to his nosition,

Ileloved in rhc Lord: We thc rnsmbers of the Holy Synod of Bishops offcr tltesc mcasures in the

fervent hope that thev wil l hclp bring about healing firr our bnrthcr. Bishop Matthias - and that

their fulfillqrcnt lvill tlemonstrate visitrle , active rcpentance on His Grace's part- 'l'hat is his' and

our. duty trefore yon, the clergy and laithful of the Diocese of ftc Midrvest.

TIIIIRCH in



Thc Gospel of our Lord is. among other things, the .iourncy of rcpentance lo forgiveness, lt
begins with the verv first lvords Christ preaches - a call to repentance. lt culminates in the
dramatic words of thc Son of Man frorn the Cross - a pray€r of forgiveness. In between, our
Savior admonishes us in the Gospel of Luke: "Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins
against you. rebuke hinu and if he repents, forgive hirn. And if he sins against you seven rimes
in a day. and seven times in a day returns to you, saying. 'l rep€nt,' you shall forgive him."
(t .uke l7:3-4).

It is our hope that, onc€ these steps are accomplished, having accepted full responsibitity. and
having demonstraBd sincere rspentance, for l,hese failings, His Grace will be blcssed by all of
you with the same forgiveness and cxperience the same healing that each one of us desires whcn
rve approach the l-ord in Floly Confession and when we approach one another asking
forgiveness for our own sins.

Our God is the God of seoond chances. Let us extcnd to His Grac:c, tiishop Matthias. that same
second chance that we cach seek - that wc sp.ch need - to receive from our Lord. time and timc
again, as lve strive to be made worthy of the Kingdom ol Heaven. Lrt His Crace's confession
receive from us the same mercy that we ourselves hope to receive from our l.ord and Savior.
rvhen we each are called to account for our own sins belbre Him on thc fearful Day of His
Judgmen(. "Forgive us our trcspasscs." wc daily beseech our Heavenly Father. "as we lorgive
those who o'e:spass against us."

The Holy Synud prays for our daughier in Christ. the complainant. that the Lord will rvork
healing in her life. We pray for our brothcr, Bishop Matthias, that the Lord will direct his
joumey of restoration. And we pray tbr all our spiritual childrcn. the clcrgy and faithful of our
belovcd Church, as we all continue to work out our own salvation rvith fear and trembling.

Offering my archpastoral ble.ssings on behalf of the Holy Synod and with gratitude for your
praycrfirl attention.
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+Nathaniel
Archbishop of Detnrit and the Romanian Episcopate
I-ocum Tenens of the Metropolitan Scc
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